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Collect: O Lord, we beseech you: give your people grace to turn away from evil; and to follow you, the only God, in pureness of heart and mind; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen

Ex 20.1-4,7-9,12-20 And God spoke all these words: “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. “You shall have no other gods before[a] me. “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below.
“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labour and do all your work, “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.
“You shall not murder. “You shall not commit adultery. “You shall not steal. “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour. “You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.”
When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.”
Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.”


Phil 3.4b-14 - I myself have reasons for such confidence. If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.
But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in[a] Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.
Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.


Mt 21.33-46  “Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit.
“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said.
“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.
“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” “He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.”
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: “‘The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone; the Lord has done this, and it is marvellous in our eyes’[a]?
“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.”[b]
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them. 46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that he was a prophet.

Let us pray: Most High, glorious God, enlighten the darkness of our hearts and give us correct faith, certain hope, and perfect love, so that we may always and in all things act according to Your Holy Will. Through Christ our Lord, Amen.
<><><>
He was, by all accounts, a successful man. This builder of fine homes was known in his community as a creative craftsman, a shrewd businessman, a fair-minded employer who prided himself for employing skilful tradespeople, and a generous benefactor. But he was aging now, and his aging joints lent themselves to winter warmth. Before he set out for a winter in the mediterranean sun, he approached his top foreman + told him that he was retiring. “I want you to build me a home, the finest home this company has ever built. Spare no expense, use the finest materials, employ the best of our tradespeople, and build me a masterpiece before I come home next spring.”
The next day, the foreman set out to build that home - but not exactly to orders. If his boss was retiring, that meant he would be out of a job, so he needed to pad his own savings account for his rainy-day fund. He ordered inferior concrete blocks for the foundation, but submitted amended invoices for premium block prices, + he pocketed the difference. He hired inexperienced joiners, plumbers, electricians, roofers + landscapers, but charged his boss the wages that would be paid to master craftsmen, + he put the difference in his own bank account. He installed cheap white goods + lighting, insufficient insulation, inferior carpet, + the cheapest double-glazing, + he skimmed a tidy sum off the top for himself. In the spring, when the home was finished, it looked spectacular; it was the signature home in the development, + the only thing that made the foreman happier than how the house looked at face value was the bottom line in his own bank account, which had grown generously through his skimming + dishonesty.
When the elderly business owner returned home that spring, he toured this home that on the surface appeared fit for a king, + nodded satisfied. The foreman handed him the keys + thanked his boss for the privilege of working for him all these years. But the owner did an unthinkable thing: he said to the foreman “You have been a trusted friend + a loyal partner in my business for all of these years; you deserve a home like this.” And he handed the foreman the keys back.
***
As I was reflecting on what to share with you today, I discovered a helpful quote from Albert Einstein. He said, “Not everything that can be counted counts, + not everything that counts can be counted.” I’ll say it again: “Not everything that can be counted counts, + not everything that counts can be counted.”
This truism sits at the heart of our Gospel + Epistle readings today. 
Let’s start with our Gospel reading. Greed is what Jesus’ parable is about: Greed in all its different forms, and its casualties. Let’s face it: examples of greed – greed for power, greed for wealth, greed at the expense of others, + the many consequences of it, surround us every day just as much as they did for Jesus’ original audience. 
That’s why this parable that Jesus tells us in Matthew’s gospel is so timely + relevant; because as that wise homebuilder knew the heart of his foreman, + as Jesus knew the heart of the religious leaders who were the focus of His parable, so Jesus knows the selfish condition of our world, of our society +, let’s be honest, of our hearts too, + he desires – longs - that we turn from our selfish ways + to embrace instead the values of the Kingdom of Heaven.  
Let’s think of the Parable of the Wicked Tenants as an allegory:
• God is the landowner
• The vineyard is the kingdom of God.
• The tenants are the people of Israel.
• The servants are the prophets.
• The son is Jesus.
As the story goes, the owner, God, made a generous covenant with the people of Israel, gave them a sweet + abundant land, + all He asked in return was for their love for Him + His commandments. In this way, they would then be a light + a signpost to the other nations, show-casing to them a life of peace, of justice, of integrity + of generosity toward neighbour, and in that way establish the kingdom of God on earth.
But, as we read, the tenants were unfaithful. They worshiped other gods. They didn’t keep the law, + they certainly didn’t lead the other nations to the truth of God’s ways. So, God sent prophets to call Israel back its senses. They said things like: Remember how God delivered you from captivity in Egypt? Remember how he fed you with manna in the wilderness? Remember how he gave you victory over the Canaanites, the Ammorites, the Hittites and the Philistines? Remember how he brought you back from exile in Babylon? Turn from your wicked ways and worship Yahweh, who created the heavens and the earth. But the tenants wouldn’t listen. Instead of heeding the message, they stoned the messengers. Isaiah, Ezekiel, Jeremiah, Joel, Amos, Micah … these and others tried to persuade the people of Israel to turn back to Yahweh, but the Israelites still wouldn’t listen.
So, as we know + as we celebrate as Christ-followers, God the Creator sent His very word - Jesus Christ the Word of God -  to earth, to show-case to the people of Israel how to live in peace + with justice, integrity + generosity toward neighbour, + so return to God’s Kingdom values, and so in that way to proclaim the Good News of God’s love + His offer for our neighbours both near and far to be reconciled to God and to one another.
But instead of listening to Jesus + following his example, the Jewish leaders condemned Jesus as a heretic + put him to death. In so doing, they earned + received God’s judgement + forfeited their place as God’s chosen people, + the task of proclaiming the kingdom – or, to use the analogy of Jesus’ parable, the tenancy of the Covenant vineyard - was given to all … both Jew + Gentile … who would accept Jesus as the Christ. 
This is where the Parable of the Wicked Tenants hits home for us today: As the church, we are the heirs – the tenants, if you will - of God’s new covenant in Jesus Christ. The privilege that had been given to the nation of Israel, of sharing the Good News of God’s love with others, has been given to us instead. The question is: will we be good, faithful + trustworthy tenants? The kingdom of God is not ours to enjoy all to ourselves, but ours to share graciously with all, that they may taste + experience + know for themselves the love of God in Jesus Christ and to follow in his footsteps.
You may not have realised it, but today is World Communion Sunday. It’s the one Sunday of the year when we are invited explicitly to take stock of Christianity all over the world. On the one hand, it’s inspiring to think of how the Christian faith is expressed in so many different languages, cultures, expressions of worship + service + in so many countries.
At the same time, it’s humbling to see how Christianity is growing so fast in other parts of the world; yet, is declining in so many places here. Why is that? Is God’s good news to His creation not good any more?
Let me ask the indelicate question: Which churches are growing today? Why? What can we learn from them, + in what way do those lessons help us in the mission God has given us here in this place, in this part of His vineyard?
Today, on World Communion Sunday, we have opportunity to celebrate our connexion with Christians across the world. However, in celebrating our unity in Christ, we also need to remind ourselves that we have a responsibility to be good + trust-worthy tenants of the Gospel message – which is the beautiful fruit of the vineyard we are entrusted to be tenants of - for the glory of the kingdom of God. Amen.
