Sermon 20th Sept 2026 – Creation 3 HTK
Today is the third Sunday in the churches Creation series and the preparation notes from the Diocese, use the OT reading as a starting point.
I was pleased about that because one of my favourite verses in the whole Bible is Exodus 16.2 … the beginning of our reading this morning.
‘The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron’
I actually prefer the translation which says the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron!’
It just rings so true!!!   The people grumbled… things were not happening as they wanted, so they grumbled!
It doesn’t take much for a grumble to begin with one or two people – and then grow to include everyone!!!
It’s human nature to grumble … be honest … how many of you have grumbled in the past week??    I grumbled yesterday about the rain!!!
So the Israelites grumble Moses and accuse Moses of wanting to kill them - because they have no food.
Because they are hungry, they remember the food they had in Egypt … but forget the hard labour, and  oppression…. Maybe because they are hungry - they can only think about food. 
But God hears the grumbling and responds by sending two sources of food. Quailes in the evening for meat - and Mana in the morning for bread. 
God hears the Israelite’s grumbles and provides for them.   God provides for his people … God has created a world of abundant resources … even in the desert.
But … I have to admit I have a slight problem with this passage when we are thinking of today’s world, today’s environment. 
The problem is that this reading shows a scenario where food is scarce - the people moan and God sends food from the heavens.
As a blueprint for how to respond to the world’s needs today … it doesn’t work!
Because it encourages us to pray for God alone to sort this world out!  
Why isn’t God feeding the hungry; why doesn’t God rain down quails and mana every day in the villages of Gaza and the refugee camps in Sudan? 
Why doesn’t; God renew the resources we have overused? 
We pray about these things often enough … why doesn’t God act?
To put things very simply … without going into deep theological arguments!!! (you might be pleased about that!!)
The problems in the world today are of humanity’s making.  We as a species have caused most of the hunger and need. 
God’s creation was good - remember in the creation story … at the end of each day ‘God saw that it was good’.  God created a world of abundance - and resources enough - for life  
It is not God who creates the circumstances that lead to problems: the greed for land, the greed for wealth, the overuse of resources, the wars, the oppression … which are the root causes of hunger and environmental problems today. 
The human species is the root cause of most of the world’s problems …  We have created a very uneven world. 
And although we in this church today may not feel very rich … compared to say - Elon Musk or Richard Branson …  we are actually amongst the winners in this uneven world.
So having created most of the problems in the world … we really ought to take some responsibility for helping to sort them …  however unprepared we might feel 
Which is a very uncomfortable thought. 
You know that saying from Teresa of Avilla the 16th Century mystic …
‘Christ has no body but yours…’  well we are Christ’s hands and feet and body … if we want God to act in the world today … it must be through us.   
But …. How on earth do we even begin to bring any sort of healing, any sort of reconciliation when we are just one person or one small group of people?
And greed for more land – which creates wars and devastates people’s lives … has been happening for thousands of years … 
(Jesus knew all about living under oppression by another Country.)
The environmental problems we face now … didn’t happen overnight … people have been warning about them for years.
So how do we even start to do anything ourselves?
And especially when we see so many people and countries just ignoring the problem and actively exacerbating things …why should we as individuals do anything???
Well - a sermon I heard many years ago has stuck with me ever since... it might help to give us a reason to try … even when we feel helpless.
The sermon was on Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians Chapter 4 and Verse 8 says this. 
‘We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair;’ 
Paul was talking to a group of people facing persecution … but he doesn’t address how to change the wider problem … he addresses how each person is to live their own lives, because that is an action they can control.
The point the preacher made was that the crowning work of Satan is to sow despair. Because despair brings loss of hope - and when we lose hope, we lose belief … and then Satan/evil has won
It might seem impossible to say don’t lose hope when we look at today’s world… but perhaps if we think of hope versus despair … in terms of Jesus versus Satan … it will give us an impetus to hang onto hope.
The problems facing the world today … both environmental and otherwise … are enough to make us loose hope, to despair, to lose faith … to give up, because individually we can’t control them!!
But we can control what we do in our own lives, just like Paul encourages the Phillipian’s to do in today’s NT reading… to live lives ‘worthy of the Gospel of Christ’
We know what that Gospel is … it’s putting God first in our lives and loving our neighbour.
even with all that is happening in the world around … we have the choice to make our actions matter.
It may feel like a drop in the ocean to recycle, to re-use, to live simply within our needs … But there is that rather trite saying that ‘the ocean is made up of drops’  
Whatever we can contribute to healing God’s creation … how ever small it may seem … is a drop which helps to build up an ocean.  And oceans need every drop to reach full potential.
The Gospel of Jesus is one of light in the darkness … of love in the most loveless of places and towards the most unlovely… 
ultimately the Gospel of Jesus is about hope against the odds.
We may feel like all the odds are stacked against the world right now … but we don’t need to fall into the trap of total despair.    We can choose to hope … and it is a choice! 
We can choose to hope in the promise of God to bring new life even when life seems extinct…
and we can choose to live our lives in any way we can to make this world a fairer place.
What we choose to do as individuals will be between us and God … but there are many ways we can play our part… 
And … prayer is important … but when we pray for peace and for an end to the actions that cause so much trouble in the world … we pray that God will send the right people into those situations to make a difference. 
Our lives do matter to God, how we live our lives does make a difference … maybe this week can pray for a renewal of hope and in that hope - to find new ways of working to sustain and renew God’s beautiful creation.
Amen
