Sermon 9th July 2026 – HTK  Dedication Service
Today we are celebrating the 169th anniversary of the Dedication of this church … our church!
I know that in the past you have had visiting speakers but this year you have me! … and I have been thinking about this sermon slot and wondering if I could make it anything special …
But then I decided not too for a reason that I will explain later.
Because I have been thinking about the word dedication a lot this week …. the word itself began to sound strange and sort of loose its meaning …
Do you ever do that?… say a word so often it that it sounds gibberish!!
So I looked up dedication in the Dictionary:
Dedication: 
· ​used with a noun … the word describes something designed to do only one particular type of work; something used for one particular purpose only … like dedicated phone lines on Crime Watch.
· A tool or machine that is used for one specific task. 
· Or in the world of finance … you can have dedicated funds in a charity’s account … which are set aside for a specific purpose.

but then the dictionary says this:
· a ceremony in which a building, 
especially a religious building, is opened for use and its purpose is stated
which is what happened here 169 years ago.
In 1857 this building was dedicated for the worship of God. 

And then I looked for information about services of dedication … and I came across these words explaining why churches are dedicated .

 Through his death and resurrection, Christ became the true and perfect temple of the New Covenant and gathered together a people to be his own. 
This holy people, (made one as the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are one), is the Church … that is, the temple of God built of living stones, where the Father is worshiped in spirit and in truth.
Rightly, then, from early times ‘church’ has also been the name given to the building in which the Christian community gathers to hear the word of God, to pray together, to receive the sacraments, and to celebrate the eucharist. 
Because the church is a visible building, it stands as a special sign of the pilgrim Church on earth and reflects the Church dwelling in heaven. 
When a church is erected as a building destined solely and permanently for assembling the people of God and for carrying out sacred functions, it is fitting that it be dedicated to God with a solemn rite, in accordance with the ancient custom of the Church.

As I was reading that … it made me wonder how many people attended that first solemn dedication service in 1857 and what they felt? 
We know our church was built to serve the many Irish people who had emigrated here because of the 1845 famine in Ireland. 
We know that Bishop Trower of Glasgow established a mission for them in a hired hall in 1851 and then a building committee was established.  
(Wherever there is a church there will be a committee!!)

And this committee raised funds to buy the land and eventually building began.

I wonder if those Irish imigrants fleeing from hunger and living in a strange country, finally felt they had found a place they could call home?

A building dedicated to the worship of God … but also a place built for their community and a specific place they could gather together as community - as family…

because a church building is never only about worship.  
Which is maybe where the dictionary definition doesn’t quite fit?

This building is for worship and a place for sacraments … but it is more than that too.

It’s a place for meeting, friends and family. 

Some times we meet our actual relatives here … but every time we enter this building we are meeting family. 
Our church family who care for us, as we care for them … just as much as we care for blood relatives, for our kin.

And we are not an exclusive family … we willingly welcome others to join us in this special place … not just to worship … but to become a part of this family too.

Also the buildings linked to this church are in a way as much a part of the dedicated building as the church itself.
The social events and clubs that meet here are all part of what we do, what we offer as part of the family of God.

Which brings me to another meaning for the word dedicated …

The dictionary also says about the word dedicate: 
It is the willingness to give a lot of time and energy to something because it is important:
That’s why we come here every week! 
Why we give up time and energy to plan services, lead services, train other people for service of different kinds; 
That’s why we spend time and energy to plan social events; and soup lunches etc.
That’s why we give up our free time to be on the Vestry and other committees; that’s why we give money to the church.
We do it because this building- and this family who worship here is important to us.
We do it because we have not just dedicated this building to the worship of God …
We have dedicated our lives to God as well. 
And in dedicating our lives to God … we have dedicated them to our church family too. 
In fact we have dedicated our lives to all God’s children --- but we live out that dedication here in this specific area of South West Scotland and in these specific buildings.
The reason I decided not to do anything special or different for this sermon is because it occurred to me that too often when we think of the phrase ‘dedicating our lives to God’    … we think of something ‘special’…
We think of saints or missionaries or monks and nuns … people who live totally different lives to the rest of us … people who are out of the ordinary and whose lives are a constant series of important actions for God.
But only a very few people are called to live in that sort of way… 
when we dedicate our lives to God - yes our lives will be changed … will be different … 
but what we dedicate to God is mainly all the ordinary stuff we do each day.
We dedicate the cooking, the cleaning, the hoovering; the shopping; the getting children ready for school;
We dedicate the walk to the bus stop and the places where we work…
We dedicate the joys of family get togethers and gatherings with friends …
We dedicate the messiness of life … the heartaches, the grief, the pain when things go wrong … the hurt that sometimes comes from family and friends.  
We dedicate the tiredness at the end of the week, and the feelings that sometimes we don’t have the energy to keep going.
And when we come into this building every week - we are often tired and worried and unsure about the future;
We may be grieving, we may feel all life has lost its meaning …we may struggle with what we hear in the services sometimes… and wonder what we actually do believe?
But - when we come here to this dedicated building each week to worship God … we also meet with our family in this church - who care about us and love us.
And we come because we have dedicated our ordinary, everyday lives to God…
We come because worshipping God in this dedicated building somehow makes us feel better … somehow renews us in a way that’s difficult to define. 
Because somehow we do meet God in this building in a way we can’t explain.
We come here because God is interested in our ordinary dedicated lives as much as in the lives of saints and missionaries and bishops and popes!
And when we come and meet here each week, we renew our dedication to God. 
We may not say that in so many words … but that’s what we are doing by turning up each week. 
Whatever problems or issues; sadnesses or joys we bring with us when we come to worship…
We offer them to God and re-dedicate our lives to God again:
and somehow in meeting with God and with our church family we find support and love and maybe some healing; and the strength to live another week.
This church has stood as a symbol of worship to God for generations; it still stands as a dedicated symbol of worship to God ….. 
and … with the new building project which is beginning now … I hope this church will continue to stand as a dedicated place of worship for years to come.
But it’s us … people like us … who dedicate our ordinary lives to God who will ensure that it continues. 
we are not all called to be saints or martyrs or missionaries or leaders of religion …
We are just called to be us … and in dedicating our ‘usness!’ to God as we live our daily lives … we can help to keep this dedicated building open for worship and fellowship for everyone. 
This building dedicated to the worship of God, is a symbol of how important God is to us;
So, as we worship this morning, we thank God for the vision of Biship Trower; the hard work and commitment of the committee who fundraised; the fellowship of those Irish immigrants who built up this community into a worshipping family.
As we give thanks for each one of us! … as we dedicate our lives again to serving God in the week ahead; we give thanks for the love and care we find here and for the joy of being a member of this special family, in this dedicated and very special place.   
Amen 
