Sermon 26th July 2026 – HTK
I can never read today’s Gospel reading without thinking about a story I heard years ago about a N. Irish protestant preacher. 
He was preaching on this Gospel reading, and in his thunderous voice was highlighting the ‘weeping and gnashing of teeth’ that would be the future destination of all unrepentant sinners… he was thumping his fists on the pulpit rail for emphasis.
An elderly lady in the front pew called out … ‘I’ll be alright … I haven’t got any teeth!’   
The preacher leaned over the pulpit and thundered down to her ‘Teeth will be provided’.
It works better if you can do a strong N.Irish accent!!!
I feel that in that preacher’s mind … no one would be able to escape future punishment.  It all feels very hopeless.
But taking the readings as a whole today, I find there is a sense of hope - of resilience about them, and not condemnation.
Although the reading from Genesis, begins with Jacob being duped … he is in many ways simply finding out that if you think it’s ok to deceive other people (remember how Jacob treated his father)… then you can’t really complain if others deceive you.
But there is a good resolution to this story when Jacob finally gets to take Rachel as his wife. 
Jacob waited fourteen years for Rachel … he worked fourteen years for Rachel … he must have loved her very much. 
Have you ever waited that long for something? Worked that hard for something you thought was worth it?
For Jacob, Rachel was worth working for – fourteen years without pay. 
Is there anything in your lives - that you value that much?
I can’t think of things, but I can think of people … people who mean that much to me.
So the OT reading ends with hope. Finally Jacob has got what he has been promised. 
I think that in someway this reading foreshadows two of the parables in the Gospel. 
But to look at Paul’s letter to the Romans; 
This also contains hope … on particular there are three passages here which to me are three of the most hopeful passages in the Bible.
At the time Paul wrote his letter, Christians were being persecuted - so Paul’s letter is a message of hope held out to people who are suffering …
Firstly in verse 28 Paul reminds us that ‘We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.’
There is hope there for people undergoing hardship; hope that whatever is happening to us now …  God will work it for good.  
Paul follows this with these words 
… ‘If God is for you, who can be against you?’
I can’t imagine anything more uplifting than those words… if God is for us … and we know that by Jesus resurrection he has overcome the world!   
Then who indeed can be against us?
And then finally those wonderful words in verses 38 &39 which ended the reading:
‘For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.’
Again … what more could we hope for than that … nothing will ever be able to separate us from God’s love.
There is almost an excess of hope here … Almost too much to take in!! So many times we have mean reminded that we are loved by God and that God is for us.
S we come to the Gospel reading with its ‘gnashing of teeth’!
Actually I am going to ignore the ‘gnashing of teeth’ and look at the parables instead.  (someone else braver than me can look at that particular passage!)
So we have five short Parables in the reading today.

One coming after another - almost as if Mathhew was cramming them in before he forgot them.

And for these parables the crowd and the disciples don’t ask for an explanation.  They say they understand.

So the first two parables about the mustard seed and the yeast suggest that the Kingdom of God is hard to get rid of once it has taken root.

In fact Jesus likens God’s Kingdom to a weed and to yeast - which was not a good thing for the people then.

Jesus seems to be saying that just like weeds grow fast …(gardeners you will know all about that at the moment)

And just like yeast expands throughout the whole flour …so God’s kingdom is tenacious!

Perhaps we should to remember,  that parables were  supposed to make people think … to come at them ‘sideways’, catching them by surprise.

And in these two parables Jesus seems to be saying … beware!!!  let God’s Kingdom into your life and you will not root it out!

It’s a warning maybe about how potent and powerful God’s Kingdom is … 

But that should bring hope with it … whatever we face in life … God’s Kingdom, God is there!  Wherever we turn, wherever we go we will not escape God  - once we have let God into our lives.

So when we let God into our lives … God gets everywhere!!! Pops up all over the place and keeps reminding us of his love for us; of his presence with us.

Keeps reminding us that we are his beloved children.

The parables of the pearl and treasure have a different theme. Jesus uses these to point out the enormous worth of God’s kingdom.

Which is where I find echoes of the OT reading … Rachel was worth so much to Jacob that he worked for her for free!!

The worth of the pearl and the treasure in the parables are far more than expected … they are worth so much that the finders are prepared to give everything for them.

When we find God’s kingdom it changes our whole lives. 

It brings joy and a realisation maybe that our lives before this were not as rich as we thought they were… and so we happily change our lives in order to be a part of the Kingdom.

Again in these two parables Jesus offers hope - and joy – the kingdom of God is worth searching for and is worth everything we have.

Then the final parable returns to a theme that I think was in last weeks readings. 
The fishermen haul in a net holding fish of every kind, the separate the good from the bad. 
So it will be at the end of the age - Jesus explains.

And this brings hope too  … for me at least …
I hope for you aswell!

Jesus very clearly says in this parable that it is God’s work at the end of time to decide who has lived for God and who has lived against God.
It is not for us to decide who is ‘in’ with God and who is ‘out’, God alone has the inside knowledge to be able to discern the wheat from the tares, the good from the bad. 
We need to concentrate on our own sins and be thankful for God’s mercy …rather than looking to weed out other people’s sins.
And what this parable also shows me is God’s patience with us.  

God is not sorting us out now … every time we sin!
God is patient … God will keep giving us chances over and over again! 

It is only at the end of the age - that God will decide.

I am so grateful for that!  I am particularly encouraged that Jesus’ show us in this parable that we have a God who is patient. 

How many times might we have got rid of someone we thought was a weed… but through God’s patient waiting … that person has turned out to be wheat after all?
And …  what if I am actually a weed a lot of the time? … but I don’t recognise that I am acting like one!!

I am so glad that God is prepared to wait till the end of time … to give us weeds another chance!

So I am encouraged by all these readings that show us what a hope we have in God as our rock, our strength, 
in Jesus Christ his redeeming son, 
and in God’s life-giving Spirit who binds us together.

I hope these readings today will give you hope too, as you go about your daily lives; 

hope because you are loved very much; 
hope because you have already found God’s Kingdom and God will never let you go …
and hope because the Spirit living in you … will bring you new life every day. 

And remember those words of Paul … ‘If God is for us, who can be against us?’

Let’s go out and spread some hope this week; the world needs it so badly … and I pray that this week, God will use each of us to spread a little hope amongst our families and friends the people we meet.  

Let’s start a hope revival … and bring some joy into this bit of Kilmarnock this week!
Amen
