Sermon - 19.07.2026 – Proper 11 Year A	  		  “The Parables of the Kingdom”

Lectionary readings: Genesis 28:10–19a; Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24; Romans 8:12-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

24 [Jesus] put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 
36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!
[Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43]

As we wend our way through what the Liturgical Calendar calls Ordinary Time, todays’ readings continue with the story of Jacob (later known as Israel) as the OT reading, and St Paul continues with his majestic teaching in Romans 8 as the NT reading; now, both of these passages are full of valuable meaning and I commend them both to you for your private study. However, this morning, I feel drawn to speak on the Gospel passage, since I rarely get a chance to speak on this particular subject. You may have noticed that, for these three weeks, our Gospel lections focus on a particular group of the parables of Jesus that are sometimes known as the ‘Parables of the Kingdom’; these are particularly recorded in Matthew’s Gospel Ch. 13, the Gospel we read throughout Year A.

There are seven of these Kingdom Parables recorded in Matt 13: Parable of the Sower, vv.3-23; Parable of the Weeds, vv.24-30, 36-43; Parable of the Mustard Seed, vv.31-32; Parable of the Yeast v. 33; Parable of the Hidden Treasure v.44; Parable of the Pearl of Great Price vv.45-46; Parable of the Net vv.47-50. Pat started the series off last Sunday with the ‘Parable of the Sower’ (Matt 13:3-23) and today I have the task of dealing with the ‘Parable of the Weeds’, or as you may recall it in the KJV, the ‘Parable of the Wheat and the Tares’. Next week’s preacher has the challenging task of dealing with the other five parables, so best wishes to Rev Liz, if she chooses to go down that route!

Well, perhaps we should start our study today by gaining an understanding of what is meant by ‘The Kingdom’. Sometimes it is rendered in the NT as the ‘kingdom of God’, or the ‘kingdom of heaven’, or simply the ‘kingdom’. There are subtle differences between these descriptions, but we do not have time this morning to explore that, so I just want to focus on the core word. The Greek word βασιλeια (basileia), translated as ‘kingdom’, occurs no fewer than 158 times in the NT, and 127 times in the Gospels alone, the vast majority of which are from Jesus himself during his ministry. The Kingdom refers to God’s sovereign rule over the whole universe but in Matthew, more particularly, to the arrival, ministry, death and subsequent rule and reign of Jesus Christ as Saviour, deliverer and, of course, King to those who believe, both Jew and Gentile (see also Isa. 9).

Although you might not often have heard it preached about, the Kingdom of Heaven is a central concept in Christian theology, referring to God's sovereign rule and reign. Found primarily in the Gospel of Matthew, it is synonymous with the Kingdom of God and describes both a present spiritual reality in Believers’ hearts and the future ultimate restoration of Creation.
· God's reign, not a physical location: the Kingdom is not a geographical place in the clouds, but rather the active presence and lordship of God on earth.
· Present and future: it is both a present reality (experienced now through faith in and obedience to Jesus) and a future hope (the eventual complete elimination of sin and suffering when Jesus returns).
· The Matthew distinction: while Mark and Luke use ‘Kingdom of God’, Matthew uniquely uses ‘Kingdom of Heaven’, over 30 times, to emphasise the heavenly origin and divine nature of God's rule on Earth.

In NT, Jesus emphasises that this Kingdom changes how people live, love and interact with the world:
· Values: in the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7), Jesus lays out the ethics and values of this Kingdom, such as humility, mercy, and peace-making.
· Parables: Jesus frequently used parables to explain the Kingdom, as here in Matt 13, comparing it to, e.g. a tiny mustard seed that grows into a massive tree, highlighting its surprising growth and its ultimate supreme value.

So, armed with this background of the Kingdom of Heaven, let’s examine today’s reading more closely: If you take a look at your pew sheet, you can see that Jesus himself introduces this parable with: 24 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field…  Now, for clarification, this ‘sower’ is not the same chap as in the Parable of the Sower, that Pat was speaking about last week, although he was doing the same job – commonplace in those days but almost entirely mechanised in our present day world. The focus of today’s parable shifts away from the sower to the growing wheat and the weeds that grow up among them. 25 but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went away.  26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. When the workers in the field questioned their Master about this, he responded: ‘An enemy has done this. They had planted good seed – it was not their fault, so they quite naturally asked: do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them.  Probably sound advice agriculturally, but not what we would normally do nowadays where ‘yield’ is all-important. The Master says: 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’

Now, in most of Jesus’ Parables, we would have to figure out the meaning and teaching of the parable but, in this case, Jesus himself provides the answers: “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man [how Jesus often refers to Himself]; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. So, we have now the major players identified. The ‘good seed’ is identified as the followers of Jesus (Christians?), while the ‘weeds’ are the children of the evil one. It’s interesting to note that, in today’s world, we generally have a greater awareness and understanding of spiritual evil operating in our world than was the case even 50 years ago, when the idea of the Devil was largely seen as ‘old-fashioned’ or ‘outdated’. Jesus continues: 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  Let anyone with ears listen!  Apocalyptic, sombre and even dogmatic words we might think, but we should remember that these are the words of Jesus himself and we should take heed.

So, what can we take away from this difficult message that is applicable to us in our day? Well, one of the clearest points to me is that it was not for the disciples (or for us today) to discern the difference between those whose lives represent ‘wheat’ or ‘weeds’ on earth – God’s subjects and enemies will be very similar. God’s angels, not us, will discern at ‘harvest’ and deal with the weeds. The second important point I would make is that Jesus identifies the ‘harvest-field’ as the ‘world’ [v.38], Gk. Kosmos, so the question is, where does this place the Kingdom?  There is no mention of the Kingdom being in heaven (it’s of heaven, not in heaven!) and the clear implication is that it is here on earth.

Bishop Tom Wright sums up this parable brilliantly: “Among the dozens of important lessons from all this, one of the most significant for today’s Western Christians is that we unlearn the idea that our destiny, our ‘inheritance’, is simply ‘heaven’, conceived in entirely otherworldly terms. The present world is good, and will be redeemed, just as our bodies are… the point is that if the body will be redeemed, what you do in and with it in the present time matters. In the same way, if creation is going to be redeemed, rather than abandoned as in much sub-Christian thought, what we do in and with it here and now matters more than we have usually thought.”

The ‘Kingdom of Jesus Christ’ is not exactly synonymous with the ‘Church’ despite 20 centuries of attempts to make it so!  It is mostly related to how we live our lives here on Earth, not in trying to prepare ourselves for ‘heaven’.  Our calling should be to live in the Kingdom of Jesus in our daily lives, here on planet Earth applying His Kingdom teaching to everything we do and say. Amen.
