Proper 10 (A) – Sunday 7th June 2026

Collect for Proper 10 : O God, our hope and strength, the source and end of all our prayers: because our mortal nature is weak we can do nothing good without your help; support us with your grace, that in keeping your commandments, we may ever remain in your love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end.

Gen 12.1-9 : Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’[a]
4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5 Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak[b] of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, ‘To your offspring[c] I will give this land.’ So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8 From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. 9 And Abram journeyed on by stages towards the Negeb.

Ro 4.13-25 : For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14 If it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.
16 For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18 Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become ‘the father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall your descendants be.’ 19 He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already[a] as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20 No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21 being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 22 Therefore his faith[b] ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ 23 Now the words, ‘it was reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25 who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.

Mt 9.9-13,18-26 : As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ And he got up and followed him.
10 And as he sat at dinner[a] in the house, many tax-collectors and sinners came and were sitting[b] with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, ‘Why does your teacher eat with tax-collectors and sinners?’ 12 But when he heard this, he said, ‘Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, “I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.’
18 While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue[a] came in and knelt before him, saying, ‘My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.’ 19 And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20 Then suddenly a woman who had been suffering from haemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 21 for she said to herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I will be made well.’ 22 Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, ‘Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well.’ And instantly the woman was made well. 23 When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute-players and the crowd making a commotion, 24 he said, ‘Go away; for the girl is not dead but sleeping.’ And they laughed at him. 25 But when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. 26 And the report of this spread throughout that district.





Let us pray: Most High, glorious God, enlighten the darkness of our hearts and give us correct faith, certain hope, and perfect love, so that we may always and in all things act according to Your Holy Will. Through Christ our Lord, Amen.
<><><>
Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And so, in obedience to the word of the LORD, Abram became a migrant in a foreign land. I say that, not to make a political statement but a factual observation. However, it would be inaccurate to also describe Abram as a refugee, as he was travelling not to seek refuge but in faithful obedience to the direction of the LORD. 
It is worth remembering that this place of worship was built by + for, + expressed the living faith, of those who were both migrants AND refugees – who had found it necessary to move from their homes in Ireland. They made this community their new home, they worked hard in the heavy industry that was the mainstay of employment here at the time, + they invested in this place of worship as an expression of their faith as disciples of Christ. So perhaps our passages today should resonate with us just that bit more keenly, in light of the heritage of this place + those who worshipped here before us + whose legacy we carry.
<><><>
The second thing I would like to observe is our calling to be people of faith. If you look at our three readings, faith is the common denominator that links them all. And if you consider together our Epistle reading from Romans and our Gospel account of the woman who has been haemorrhaging for 
 for 12 years, we see in both accounts a contrasting between the demands of the Law of Moses, and the life of faith that relies solely on the grace of God.

Let’s consider firstly Paul’s message to us in our reading from his letter to the church in Rome. 
Romans 4 is a pivotal chapter in the Apostle Paul's epistle to the Romans, where he delves into the profound theological concept of justification by faith. This chapter is crucial for understanding the nature of faith and righteousness in the Christian doctrine. As we explore Romans 4, we see Paul skillfully using the example of Abraham to illustrate + reinforce the principle that righteousness comes through faith, not works or adherence to the law. This message is central to Paul's theology and is foundational to Christian belief.
Paul begins Romans 4 by addressing the question of what Abraham, the patriarch of the Jewish faith, discovered about being justified before God. He proposes that if Abraham was justified by works, he would have something to boast about, but not in God’s eyes. And this sets the stage for Paul’s argument that justification cannot be based on human effort or merit, but rather on faith. 
The notion of faith being credited as righteousness is a radical departure from the prevailing Jewish thought of the time, which placed great emphasis on the observance of the law. Paul argues that if righteousness could be achieved through the law, then our faith would be meaningless, + our promise of salvation in Christ would be empty. Instead, he insists that the promise from God to us comes by faith, just as it came to Abraham by faith. 
In the passage today, Paul discusses the promise given to Abraham + his descendants. He clarifies that the promise was not through the law + by obedience to it, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. If those who depend on the law are heirs, then faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, because the law brings only the wrath of judgement. This underscores the idea that the law, while revealing sin, cannot be the means of obtaining the promise; rather, it is faith alone that unlocks the promise of God.
The chapter culminates in a powerful declaration of faith’s efficacy. Paul describes Abraham’s unwavering faith in God’s promise that he would be the father of many nations, despite his and Sarah’s old age and apparent inability to have children. Abraham’s faith did not waver through unbelief; instead, he was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had the power to do what He had promised. This steadfast faith is presented as the model for us as believers, illustrating that faith is not merely head-knowledge but a deep, trusting reliance on God’s promises.
Finally, Paul connects Abraham’s faith to the Christian experience, stating that the words "it was credited to him" were written not for Abraham alone, but also for us to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in Him who raised our Lord Jesus from the dead. This ties the faith of Abraham to our faith in Jesus Christ, who was delivered over to death for our sins, + was raised to life for our justification. In this way, Paul brings the narrative full circle, showing that faith in God’s promises, as exemplified by Abraham, finds its ultimate fulfilment in the faith of the Church in the redemptive work of Christ.
Our reading from Romans 4, therefore, is a profound unpacking of the nature of faith + righteousness. It challenges us as believers to look again at the basis of our relationship with God, moving away from reliance on works and any notion of what we have done to earn God’s favour + toward a deep abiding faith in God’s promises. This chapter not only affirms the continuity of God’s plan of salvation from the Old Testament to the New, but also invites us into a transformed understanding of grace, where our faith – our trust - in Christ becomes the sole means of our justification before God.
And, as we settle in to our long journey through the green Season of Ordinary Time, where the Church focuses on the ‘now what’ after the extraordinary events of Easter, of Jesus’ ascension + of the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, it is only fitting that we should be reminded that the foundation of all that we do + say + are as God’s people is our faith in our Lord Jesus, + in His grace poured out so lavishly + unconditionally on us, and on all who will believe on His name.
<><><>
And now let’s turn briefly to our reading from Matthew’s Gospel, + three accounts of profound and life-changing faith: 
The first account is of Matthew the tax-collector, who cameos his own story of receiving God’s grace when Jesus called him to become a disciple and apostle; 
The second account is of the leader of the Synagogue whose daughter had died + who, in his sorrow + grief for his daughter, turned with faith + trust to the only one he thought who could help - Jesus the rabbi, who spoke with authority the word + wisdom of God, + who attested to the truth of His teaching of the Kingdom of Heaven through signs and miracles. And in response to that faith in Jesus his daughter was restored to life.

And the third account is of the woman shunned by her community as being unclean, because she had been haemorrhaging for 12 long years. We note that she did what was unthinkable, by presuming to invade Jesus’ personal space + rendering Him ritually unclean according to the Law of Moses as a result, by ‘touching the hem of His cloak’. Our gentile translations really fail to do justice to the significance of this action, + we gentiles are unlikely to get the point, but Jews would spot it immediately + reference key passages within the Torah – the five books of Moses. Let me read firstly from Deuteronomy 22.12: “You shall make tassels on the four corners of the garment with which you cover yourself.” And also from Numbers 15.37-41. “Yahweh said to Moses as follows: Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them [that they must] make for themselves tzitzit (we translate as tassels) upon the corners of the clothes for generations, + on the tzitzit give a string of techelet – that is a special blue-violet dye. And they shall have for themselves tzitzit + they will see them + they will remember all of the commandments of Yahweh + they will do them, + they will not stray after their hearts + eyes so that they shall not pursue after them. So that they will remember and adhere to all of my commandments and will remain holy to their God. I am Yahweh your God who took you out of the land of Egypt.
So, when Matthew talks about the woman touching the hem of Jesus’ cloak, what he is actually saying is that she touched one of the tzitzit – one of the blue tassels – on the fringe or corner of his cloak that marked His orthodoxy and His adherence to the Law of Moses. It is significant that the Law of Moses would have pronounced that Jesus was unclean as a result of her touch, for her touch would contaminate and make unclean all that it came into contact with. And yet Jesus, rather than being contaminated, instead restored + healed the source of her contamination, in response to her faith. And the message of this account is profound, and is captured in the words of Romans 8.2: “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.” In other words, in God’s dispensation in Christ, Grace… trumps… Law. 

So let me invite us all to live our lives in light of God’s grace – and rejoice daily in it. Amen.
