Sermon 14th June 2026: HTK
John and I were in Orkney last year and as I was buying some wool - the owner of the shop (who span the wool herself) was explaining about how she had moved to Orkney 40 years ago as a nurse . 
On one occasion she travelled to visit an elderly woman to re-dress her knee. Arriving at the house she knocked on the door and was invited in and sat down at the table. The woman put the kettle on and put a cloth on the table, brought out cups, saucers and plates and cake in a tin. They sat and chatted for about an hour over tea and cakes and then the nurse said ‘so lets get this knee of yours sorted then’  the woman said ‘ there’s nothing wrong with my knee’ … after checking her notes the nurse realised she was at the wrong house. She should have been next door. 
So she went next door and knocked on the door.  She was invited in and the elderly woman sat her down at the table and put the kettle on, put a cloth on the table and brought out cups, saucers and plates. They sat and chatted over tea and cake. Finally after an hour had passed the nurse managed to get to see the woman’s knee!!
Welcoming strangers …. is so important!
And in the reading from Isaiah today… we see Abraham welcoming strangers.
Abraham and Sarah, are on the journey that God has called them to and they are camping by the oaks of Mamre.  You can imagine the shade that the oaks would give.
It is midday … very hot and Ab is sitting at the entrance to his tent, when 3 strangers approach.
We are told that Abraham runs to them! And bows down and begs them to stay … he offers a little bread and water for their feet.
In fact, what the strangers get is a huge meal! A calf is slaughtered, prepared and cooked and bread is made from scratch. 
The strangers have a feast. 
In Ab’s time, in hot and dry countries …hospitality given to travellers is often a matter of life or death.
Ab would have welcomed any passing stranger like this … but in the reading - we find out that the stranger is God.
By welcoming the strangers, Ab has unknowingly welcomed God into his home. 
Then the strangers bless Ab and S; and the promise they make speaks right into Abraham’s heart. 
God has promised to make Ab father of a nation … but as yet he has no children …
So that promise - that by next year he will have a son, is a reminder that God is still with Ab; Ab has not been forgotten or forsaken.
In our own journeys through life, we can sometimes feel overlooked, forgotten, maybe that we have failed.
But where-ever we are - camping in our own deserts at this moment … through Ab’s story - God reminds us that we are not forgotten, and God has infinite power to create new possibilities.
we too can have the same faith … that no matter how weary our journeys might seem … God is still with us
St Paul tells us that the faith - that Ab had in God was ‘counted to him as righteousness’  
(Paul wrote the words just a bit earlier in the letter than the part we heard as our second reading.) 
So in our reading today Paul goes on to point out that we don’t earn righteousness ourselves through our ancestors or through mutilating our bodies (i.e. circumcision), or by obedience to the Jewish law… 
Like Ab, what we need is faith.
And Paul tells us just why we can have absolute faith in God.
It’s because Jesus died for us ‘while we were sinners’. 
Not after we have asked forgiveness or repented  - God loves the world so much – that Jesus is prepared to die for everyone -- even those who turn their backs on him.
Which means that no one is beyond hope! Not even the Hitlers, of this world!!! Jesus died for even the most evil person we can think of. 
Sometimes that’s hard to accept but … what it means is that no one is beyond God’s redemption … It is available to everyone. Even to us!!!
That’s the Good news that Jesus came to preach … that God’s love is greater than anything we can imagine and is freely available to all who believe.
In the Gospel Matthew tells us about Jesus as he goes through the towns and villages preaching this message … and we are told that as he looked at the crowds following him, Jesus was filled with compassion … because the people were lost.
I wonder what Jesus feels today as he looks on our world? I suspect that Jesus’ compassion is as heartfelt now as it was then, because this world is as much in need of the Good News as it ever was. 
In the Gospel today, we see Jesus sending his disciples out to proclaim the Good News!!  The news that God’s kingdom is very near, it is a near as our believing; it’s our faith brings the Kingdom into life.
What I find really interesting is that Jesus doesn’t expect the disciples to go to the other side of the world to ‘preach to the lost’ …
He sends them into the local villages … among the people they know … probably among their extended families. They are to go to the people living in the culture and with the backgrounds they know best. 
They are to tell them that God’s love is very near, and they are to depend on the hospitality of others. 
And Jesus makes this astonishing statement … if a town does not welcome the disciples - then …’it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of judgement than for that town.’
The abiding sin of Sodom and Gomorrah is not what is often claimed.  
The abiding sin of Sodom and Gomorrah is that they did not show welcome and hospitality to strangers.
That is the value that God places on hospitality! 
That’s how much the welcome of strangers means to God!
Which made me wonder …. When is the last time any of us ran towards a stranger and welcomed them into our homes for a feast??? 
When is the last time we threw open our doors in this church and welcomed people in to feast …. for free?!
We are very good at welcome in this church but I wonder if God is urging us deeper; urging us to have a deeper faith?
How might we offer radical – ‘radical’ hospitality to the strangers walking past?  
How might we show a hospitality where we beg people to come in and then show them the extent of God’s love! For free!!!
In the Sikh religion, the congregations often pay for a midday meal to be made one day a week for anyone to come to … free of charge. It is their way of showing love.
I’m not saying we should do that! 
But … how much faith do we have in God being with us on our journey in this church congregation?
How much are we willing to have faith that when we live our God’s love to others … God will be right here with us and we will be blessed?
I actually feel uncomfortable saying this … but when I was writing this sermon …. I just had to write it!!! 
I felt God saying that we are a lively congregation … we do have the spirit moving in us … perhaps it’s time we took a big step of faith – one which might seem foolhardy to some … but which might just be where God is leading us.
So I’m leaving us with a challenge this week … just how radical are we prepared to be to show God’s love through our welcome of others - whoever they are - just because  Jesus died for everyone? 
Just how much are we prepared to ‘put our money where our mouth is’ if you like - and do something seemingly ridiculous to show this bit of Kilmarnock that God loves them?
And if we have faith enough to do that … I wonder how much richer our experience of God and God’s blessing will become in Holy Trinity?
Amen 
 
 




